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September 12, 2025 
 
Greetings! 
 
Thank you for joining us for the Tucson Rendezvous! We’re thrilled you’ll be part of this 
special celebration of travel, friendship, and the beauty of the Sonoran Desert. 
 
This Adventure is confirmed as a “GO” and you now have the green light to book your air.  
 
FLIGHT ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURES 
The table below provides basic details necessary for booking your flights: 
 

ARRIVAL  
Day 1 of the tour: Saturday, January 17, 2026 *1)  
Day to arrive for optional PRE-DAY activities: Friday, January 16, 2026 *1) *2) 
Add-on hotel package for Jan 16 or Jan 20: $131 pp; additional $100 for single 

supplement *2) 
Official starting point/Arrival Airport: Tucson International Airport *1) 
Arrival airport code: TUS 
First official group activity: Sweet Sonoran Welcome Reception, 

7:00 pm, Saturday, January 17, 2026 *3) 
 
DEPARTURE  

 

Final day of the tour: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 *4) 

Add-on hotel package for Jan 16 or Jan 20: $131 pp; additional $100 for single 
supplement *2) 

Departure date if you are participating in 
POST-DAY activities: 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 *4) 

Official finish point/Departure airport: Tucson International Airport *4) 
Departure airport code: TUS 
Last group activity: Group transfers to Tucson International 

Airport on January 20 and 21, 2026 *4) 
 
 



Walking Adventures International     Tucson Rendezvous 2026 Adventure Advice Page 2 of 5 

*1) Our official starting point is the Tucson International Airport (airport code TUS). Travelers 
arriving on January 16 or 17 will be greeted by WAI representatives in the baggage claim area and 
directed to our shuttle vehicles. You will then be delivered to our hotel a block away from the 
University of Arizona and its famed Campus Arboretum, nearly 400 acres of green spaces with 
trees from arid climates around the world.  
NOTE: Arriving travelers will be batched to allow efficient use of our transfer vehicles. Wait times for 
the next airport-hotel shuttle will not exceed one hour. 

 
Tucson Marriott University Park 
880 E 2nd St 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
+1 (520) 792-4100 
Website 
 

* 2) WAI has requested rooms at the Tucson Marriott University Park for the nights of January 16 
and 20 for travelers who choose to arrive one day early and/or stay one day late for optional pre and 
post-day activities. Arriving one day early:  

 gives you a hedge against missed connections—more time to get to Tucson; 
 allows any lost luggage issues an extra day to be resolved; 
 gives you a chance to participate in expansive list of optional excursions in Tucson 

available on January 16, 17 and 20. 
 
*3) If you are arriving on January 17, please arrange your arrival in time to attend the Sweet Sonoran 
Welcome Reception. Of course, travelers who arrive a day early, on January 16, will already be 
onsite. If you are arriving on January 16 and would like to join us for either the Complimentary 
Tucson Guided Walking Tour or the Tucson Guided Bus Tour, make sure your flight arrives in 
Tucson no later than 1 pm, so that you will have time to make it to the hotel and freshen up before 
departing on the tour of your choice. 
 
*4) The last day of the tour is January 20, but travelers are invited to extend their visit for a day and 
participate in the optional activities available on January 20. Airport transfers to Tucson 
International Airport are provided for travelers departing on either January 20 or 21.  
 
INPUTTING FLIGHT AND TRAVEL INSURANCE DATA 
Once you have purchased your airfare and travel insurance, use the link in the email to 
which this PDF was attached to input that information in our webform. 
 
OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS 
Tucson offers an abundance of experiences that showcase both the striking natural 
wonders of the Sonoran Desert and the fascinating Old West culture and history of the 
region. 
 
Because there was simply too much to fit into a 4-day program, we designed the main 
Rendezvous Adventure around a concise 4-day core itinerary, then added optional 
excursions on Day 0, Day 1 and Day 4. This way, travelers can experience even more of this 
remarkable destination. 
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Optional excursions on January 16 are complimentary, while those on January 17 and 20 
are offered essentially at cost—giving you extra value for your travel time and airfare. 
 

 Bonus activities on January 16: Since the optional excursions on January 17 and 
20 don’t feature downtown Tucson, we’ve added a complimentary walk or bus tour 
on January 16 for early arrivals—so you can experience the heart of the city too!  

o The Tucson Guided Walking Tour (5/6 km) departs from our hotel and uses 
the free Sun Link Tram to reach the downtown area. Multiple walk departure 
times will be determined as we see participant flight schedules and arrival 
times. The latest departure will leave the hotel at 3:00 pm. Walk directions 
will be available for travelers to participate in the Tucson Walk on a self-
guided basis throughout the Rendezvous. Please book your flight to arrive in 
Tucson by 1:00 pm to allow time to retrieve luggage and make the 30-minute 
drive to our hotel. 

o The Tucson Guided Bus Tour departs the hotel at 3:30 pm. Please book your 
flight to arrive in Tucson by 1:30 pm to allow time to retrieve luggage and 
make the 30-minute drive to our hotel. 

 
 Optional Excursions on January 17 and January 20: The Tucson Rendezvous 

Optional Excursions PDF is also attached to the same email to which this Adventure 
Advice was attached. It provides a listing of all optional excursions available on 
January 17 and January 20 which include:  

o Hot Air Balloon Tucson Panoramas 
o Kartchner Caverns Deep Cave Visit 
o Wild West Tombstone Excursion 
o Mt. Lemmon Scenic Vistas Excursion 
o Sabino Canyon Crawler Excursion 
o Flavors of Tucson Food tour  

 
 The Flavors of Tucson Food Tour: is SOLD OUT on January 17. Space is available 

on January 20. 
 

 Flavors of Tucson dietary restrictions: A food tour is all about enjoying authentic 
local flavors, so unfortunately it isn’t possible to significantly alter the dishes being 
served. That said, our restaurant partners are able to accommodate vegetarian 
diets upon request. If this applies to you—or if our inability to meet other dietary 
needs means you can’t participate—and you’ve already registered for the Food 
Tour, please let us know by email. 
 

 Updated invoices coming your way: By now, all of you should have heard from our 
team and had opportunities to make your pre/post tour selections. Our numbers 
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guy, Chris, is updating your invoice to reflect these choices and you will be receiving 
an updated invoice that matches your selections in the next few days. 

 
 Email us: If you have any questions or would like to make any changes, the best 

way to connect with us is to call us +1 (360) 260-9393  (Mon-Fri, 7am to 10am 
Pacific Time) or email fun@walkingadventures.com. 

 
TRAVEL AGENT INFO  
Laura Pfahler is a Portland-based travel agent with more than 30 years of experience in the 
industry. We strongly encourage travelers to consider working with a travel agent. While 
the focus isn’t necessarily on saving money, the real value lies in the support they provide 
when travel plans go off course. Agents can’t perform magic—but when flights are 
canceled or delayed and airline phone lines have hours-long waits, their expertise and 
connections can certainly feel magical. 
 
Laura Pfahler—World Travel 
Phone: (503) 434-6401  
Email:  LLP@wtpdx.com 
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
WAI recommends travel insurance for financial and medical protection from any number of 
unforeseen circumstances that can arise before departure or during your Adventure. Many 
travel insurance providers are available for you to consider. Laura Pfahler and Sharon Mitchell 
of World Travel Inc. can provide travel insurance options for your WAI tour, as well as for your 
airfare. For those who purchase airfare through Laura, purchasing your travel insurance from 
her colleague, Sharon Mitchell, may be the simplest option. 
 
Sharon Mitchell: 971-261-2091 or smitchell@wtpdx.com 
 
Be aware that some travel insurance policies contain time-sensitive provisions (i.e. some 
benefits, such as coverage of pre-existing conditions, are available only if the policy is 
purchased within a certain number of days of the purchase of the travel package). These time-
sensitive provisions are generally measured from the date you make your full, non-refundable 
deposit. In addition, remember that airfare is not covered by any travel insurance policy you 
may have purchased for the tour, but may be added to your policy later, after you book your 
flight. 
 

Check out Insurance Tips from World Travel for a short introduction to travel insurance. 
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Other options include: 
 Allianz 
 Betins 
 Travel Guard 
 Travel Insured International 

 

Using the SquareMouth.com website can be a good way to compare pricing. 
 

NOTE: WAI receives no commission or financial remuneration from World Travel Inc. In 
addition, WAI bears no responsibility for travel insurance benefits advertised by various credit 
card companies. If you are relying on this type of benefit for insurance, we advise you to verify 
coverage types and limits and that your purchase does in fact qualify you for this insurance. 
 

We suggest purchasing from a reputable, well-established insurance company (avoid buying 
insurance from an unknown company found only online). Travelers interested in purchasing 
“cancel for any reason” insurance coverage should be careful to check pricing and terms BEFORE 
they register for a tour. Changes in the international travel landscape can cause changes in the 
policies of some insurance companies, and makes the purchase of this particular type of policy 
even more time sensitive. 
 
FINAL PAYMENT 
Final payment for the tour is due October 18, 2025. Our numbers guy, Chris, will send you 
a final statement to prompt you. All payments are non-refundable after the due date.  
 

Travelers paying their final balance by check or money order will receive a 1% discount on 
the amount due. The discounted amount will be printed on your final billing statement. 
 

We plan to have your final packet emailed out to you with a Daily Schedule, Traveler List, 
and Hotel List about two weeks before the tour departure date of January 16, 2026. 
 
We can’t wait to share Tucson with you — its natural wonders, rich history, and 
unforgettable cuisine — and most importantly, the joy of being together as a community of 
travelers. Thank you again for being part of this journey with us. We look forward to seeing 
you under the Arizona sun in January! 
  
Team WAI 
fun@walkingadventures.com 
www.walkingadventures.com 
Tel: +1 (360) 260-9393  
 


